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modulations of the Indo-Chinese are as important,
nay, for the solution of some of our problems, more
important, than the poetry of Homer, or the prose of
Cicero. We do not want to know languages, we
want to know language; what language is, how it
can form an instrument or an organ of thought; we
want to know its origin, its nature, its laws; and it
is only in order to arrive at that knowledge that we
collect, arrange, and classify all the facts of language
that are within our reach.

And here I must protest, at the very outset of
these lectures, against the supposition that the stu-
dent of language must necessarily be a great linguist.
How is he to find time for acquiring what is called a,
practical knowledge of the hundreds of languages
with which he has to deal? He does not aspire to
be a Mithridates or Mczzofanti. His knowledge should
be accurate, but it cannot possibly be that familiar
knowledge "which we can acquire in a lifc-timo of six
or seven languages, whether dead or living.

It is the grammar and the dictionary, not the litera-
ture, which form the subject of his inquiries. Those he
consults and subjects to a careful analysis, but ho
does not encumber his memory with paradigms of
nounB and verbs, or with long lists of words which
have never been used for the purposes of literature.
It is true, no doubt, that no language will unveil
the whole of its wonderful structure except to the
scholar who has studied it thoroughly and criti-
cally in a number of literary works representing the
various periods of its growth. Nevertheless, short
lists of vocables, and imperfect sketches of a gram-